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Introduction  

The ministry of the lector is one of the most important ministries restored 
to the laity during Vatican II. The responsibility of proclaiming God’s 
Word for the Christian assembly is a humbling and deeply rewarding 
experience. The purpose of this handbook is to help all lectors understand 
the various responsibilities associated with this ministry. In addition, this 
handbook enumerates the many resources available to lectors to assist 
them in the performance of their duties.  

�ŝŽĐĞƐĂŶ�ZĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŽĨ�>ĞĐƚŽƌ� 

ϭ͘ DƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ĨƵůůǇ�ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕�ŝŶ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ŐŽŽĚ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ͘� 

Ϯ͘ dŚĞ�ŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ�ĂŐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�>ĞĐƚŽƌ�ŝƐ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ĂŐĞ�;ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ϭϲͿ͘� 

ϯ͘ DƵƐƚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ͕�ĐůƵƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ͕�ǀŝĐĂƌŝĂƚĞ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌƐŚŝƉ�KĸĐĞ͘� 

ϰ͘ dŚĞƌĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶ-ŐŽŝŶŐ�
ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘� 

ϱ͘ EŽ�ŽŶĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ��ƵĐŚĂƌŝƐƟĐ�
ůŝƚƵƌŐǇ͘� 

ϲ͘ dŚĞ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞĚ�Ăƚ�DĂƐƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ��ůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐ͘� 

ϳ͘ ,ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�>ĞĐƚŽƌ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘� 
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ZĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĐƚŽƌ 

ϭ͘ >ĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞ�ŶŽ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϱ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�DĂƐƐ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ͘�
dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ƚŽ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ǀĞƌŝĨǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ�ŝƐ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�
ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘��/ŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂŵďŽ�ŵŝĐƌŽƉŚŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ͕�ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�>ĞĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ�ŚĞĂĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�'ŽƐƉĞůƐ�
ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĞƐƚƌǇ͘�� 

Ϯ͘ tŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞƐ͕�ŚĞ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŶĮƌŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ƚŽ�ǀĞƌŝĨǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚĞĚ͘� 

ϯ͘ �ŽŶĮƌŵ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ŝƐ͗�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ϭƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ϮŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�
/ŶƚĞƌĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞůƐ�;ŝĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞĂĐŽŶ�
ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͘Ϳ� 

ϰ͘ ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽƵďůĞ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�
ƉƌŽŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĂŵĞƐ͘ 

ϱ͘ >ŝŶĞ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘� 

WƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ��ĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝƚƵƌŐǇ 

/DD��/�d�>z��ĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝƚƵƌŐǇ 

ϭ͘ >ĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ�ƌĞĂĚͲ
ŝŶŐƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞĞŬ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĚƵƚǇ͘�dŚĞǇ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ƉƌĂǇ�ŽǀĞƌ͕�ƌĞĂĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘�dŚĞ�tŽƌŬďŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌ�>ĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ZĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŝƐ�
ĂŶ�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ƵƐĞĨƵů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ͘� 

Ϯ͘ �Ğ�ƐƵƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚ�ƉƌŽŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵ͘�WƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ĂƵĚŝďůǇ�ƵŶƟů�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�
ƚŚĞŵ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ͘� 

ϯ͘ WƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂůŽƵĚ͘�tŚĞŶ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ůŝƐƚĞŶ�ƚŽ�
ǇŽƵ͘� 

ϳ 

�ŵďŽ�   ��ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�ŝƐ� 
   ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵĞĚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ 
   WƐĂůŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƐƚĞƌ�WƌŽĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ�;�ǆƐƵůƚĞƚͿ͕�ďƵƚ� 
   ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽŵŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů�WƌĂǇĞƌƐ͕ 
   ĂŶĚ�Ăƚ�ƟŵĞƐ͕�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƌŝƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͘� 

�ƐƐĞŵďůǇ� dŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͕��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ͕�ŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚ�
  ĨŽƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͘� 

�ƌĞĚĞŶĐĞ�dĂďůĞ����ƐŵĂůů�ƚĂďůĞ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŽůĚƐ�
  ��ŝƚĞŵƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�DĂƐƐ͘� 

>ĞĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ� dŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ-ǀŽůƵŵĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ� 
  ZĞĂĚŝŶŐƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞĞŬĚĂǇƐ͘� 

>ŝƚƵƌŐŝĐĂů�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ���^ŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŵĞĞƚƐ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
  ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ǁŚŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�
  ƌŽůĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ůŝƚƵƌŐŝĐĂů�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ͘� 

DŝƐƐĂů�  dŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚ�
  ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�DĂƐƐ�;&ŽƌŵĞƌůǇ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�^ĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚĂƌǇͿ� 

WĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�DĂƐƐ� dŚĞ�DĂƐƐ�ŝƐ�ĚŝǀŝĚĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚƐ� 

ϭ͘ /ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŽƌǇ�ZŝƚĞƐ͗�hƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƌŵ�ŽŶĞ�ƉƌĂǇŝŶŐ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�DĂƐƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�
^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͖�ĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ�ƐŽŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͘� 

Ϯ͘ >ŝƚƵƌŐǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌĚ͗�&ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů͘� 

ϯ͘ >ŝƚƵƌŐǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƵĐŚĂƌŝƐƚ͗�&ƌŽŵ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂůƚĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝŌƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ͘� 

ϰ͘ �ŽŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ZŝƚĞ͗�WƌŝĞƐƚ͛Ɛ�ŐƌĞĞƟŶŐͬďůĞƐƐŝŶŐͬ
ĚŝƐŵŝƐƐĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐƐĞŵďůǇ͘� 

^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ� dŚĞ�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůƚĂƌ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ƐĞƚ�ĂƉĂƌƚ�ŝŶ�
  ƐŽŵĞ�ǁĂǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͘� 

sĞƐƚƌǇ  ZŽŽŵ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ͘� 

'ůŽƐƐĂƌǇ 



ϲ 

ϵ͘ ZĞĂĚ�ŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚůǇ͕�ŝŶ�Ă�ůŝǀĞůǇ�
ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ͕�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ͘� 

ϭϬ͘ sĂƌǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ƚĞǆƚ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁĞůů�
;�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ƚĞǆƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ͘Ϳ͖�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ƉƌŽĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ĨĂůů�ŇĂƚ�Žƌ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ŚĂĐŬŶĞǇĞĚ͘� 

ϭϭ͘ �ƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞ�ĚĞůŝďĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐŽŶĂŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�–�
ƚŚĞ�Ě͛Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�ƚ͛Ɛ͕�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�'ŽĚ�;ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�'ĂǁͿ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�
;ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŶĂǁͿ͘�^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐƚƐ�ŽŶ�ƐƵĐŚ�
ǁŽƌĚƐ͘� 

ϭϮ͘ >ĞĂƌŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐ�Ă�ƉŚƌĂƐĞ�Žƌ�ǁŽƌĚ�ŝŶ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ǁĂǇƐ͗�Ă�ŚƵƐŚĞĚ�ǀŽŝĐĞ�
ŽŌĞŶ�ǁŽƌŬƐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ƌĂŝƐĞ�ǀŽŝĐĞ͘� 

ϭϯ͘ ZĞŚĞĂƌƐĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƟŵĞƐ�ĂŶǇ��ŝďůĞ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌƵŶ-ŽŶ�
ƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞƐ�;ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�WĂƵů͛Ɛ�ůĞƩĞƌƐͿ�Žƌ�ĂŶǇ�ƚĞǆƚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĂƉƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ůŽƐƚ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚĞŶĞƌƐ͘�zŽƵƌ�ƚĂƐŬ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ͘� 

ϭϰ͘ �ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�Ă�ΗƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͘Η�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐŬŝůůƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ͕�ŶŽƚ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƚŽƌ͕�ƌĂĚŝŽ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞƌ͕�Žƌ�ƚŽĂƐƚŵĂƐƚĞƌ͘� 

ϭϱ͘ �ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŶŽŶǀĞƌďĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘�>Ğƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďŽĚǇ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ĨĂĐŝĂů�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘�
WŽƐƚƵƌĞ͕�ŐĞƐƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂĐŝĂů�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ǁŽƌĚƐ͘� 

ϭϲ͘ KďƐĞƌǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ůĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�
ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ͘� 

ϭϳ͘ �ƐŬ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŚŽŶĞƐƚ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ůĞĐƚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͘�hƐĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�
ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͘� 

ϭϴ͘ �ůůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ͕�ƚŽ�ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚĂŝůǇ�ůŝĨĞ͘�
dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ďĞŝŶŐ�Ă�ůĞĐƚŽƌ͖�ƚŚĞ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ƚŽ�
ĨŽƌŵ�ǇŽƵ͙ 

ϯ 

ZĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĐƚŽƌ 

dŚĞ�ůĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ǁŝůů�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�'ŽƐƉĞůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝŶĞ�ƵƉ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘�/Ĩ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĚĞĂĐŽŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕�ŚĞ�ǁŝůů�ĐĂƌƌǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�
'ŽƐƉĞůƐ͘� 

KŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ͕�ĐĂƌƌǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�'ŽƐƉĞůƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĚŝŐŶŝĮĞĚ�
ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͕�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĞƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůƚĂƌ͘�zŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŵŽǀĞ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐĞĂƚ͘� 

>ĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�Ɛŝƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ͘�� 

�Ɛ�&ĂƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝƚƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�'ůŽƌŝĂͬKƉĞŶŝŶŐ�WƌĂǇĞƌ͕�ǁĂůŬ�ƵƉ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘� 

 

ϭƐƚ�ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ 

�Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ͕�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ�ďŽǁ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůƚĂƌ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂůƚĂƌ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐǇŵďŽů�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�DĂƐƐ͘� 

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌĚ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƚĞ�ŽŶ�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�
ĐůĞĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƟŶĐƚ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͕�ƉĂƵƐŝŶŐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�
ƌƵƐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘�WůĞĂƐĞ�ƚƵƌŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ϮŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘ 

KŶĐĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ŇŽŽƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�
Ă�ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ�ďŽǁ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůƚĂƌ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂǁĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�
ŚĞƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘�� 

Ύ�/Ĩ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ϭ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ͕�Ɛŝƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌŽŶƚ�ƉĞǁ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ�
ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�WƐĂůŵ�ŝƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵĞĚ͘���Ž�ŶŽƚ�ŐŽ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐĞĂƚ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ͘ 

�hZ/E'�ƚŚĞ�>ŝƚƵƌŐǇ 



ϰ 

Prayer of Lectors  

Dear Jesus, thank you for calling me to be a lector at Your Eucharistic celebrations.  Let me 

take this role seriously and diligently prepare myself for it by studying the sacred texts before 

Mass, and by striving to be a better Catholic Christian.  

By my physical action of reading, I am the instrument through whom You become present to 

the assembly in Your word and through whom You impart Your teachings.  Let nothing in my 

manner disturb Your people or close their hearts to the action of Your spirit.  

Cleanse my heart and my mind and open my lips that I may worthily proclaim Your word.  

Amen 

ϮŶĚ�ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ 

�ŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂŶƚŽƌ�ƐŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐŽƌŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆŝƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ͕�>ĞĐƚŽƌ�
ηϮ�ŵŽǀĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ͕�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ�ďŽǁ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ͘� 
 
tŚĞŶ�ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕�ĐůŽƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
'ŽƐƉĞůƐ͘��KŶĐĞ�ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ�ďŽǁ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůƚĂƌ�
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂǁĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�ŚĞƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘�� 

/ŶƚĞƌĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ 

/Ĩ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă��ĞĂĐŽŶ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚ͕�ŚĞ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�
ŝŶƚĞƌĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘��/Ĩ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ��ĞĂĐŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�Ă�ůĞĐƚŽƌ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞĂĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͘� 

�Ɛ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌĞĞĚ�;ǁĞ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŚŽůǇ͕�ĐĂƚŚŽůŝĐ͕�
ĂƉŽƐƚŽůŝĐ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚͿ͕�ǁĂůŬ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ͘� 

�ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚ͕�ǇŽƵ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͕�
ďĞŝŶŐ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�Ă�ƉĂƵƐĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�͞tĞ�ƉƌĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͘͟�EŽ�ŚĂŶĚ�Žƌ�
Ăƌŵ�ŐĞƐƚƵƌĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ͕�͞>ŽƌĚ͕�ŚĞĂƌ�
ŽƵƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͘͟� 

ZĞŵĂŝŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵďŽ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚ�ĮŶŝƐŚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͖�Ɛŝƚ�ĚŽǁŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƐŝƚƐ͘�� 

ZĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĐƚŽƌ�-�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě 

ϱ 

Preparation at home/tips: 

ϭ͘ �ůǁĂǇƐ�ƌĞĂĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�
ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů͘�zŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�
ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŝĚĞĂƐ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞŵĞƐ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�KůĚ�dĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ƐĞĞ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�;ĂŶĚ�
ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚͿ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘� 

Ϯ͘ /ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƚǇƉĞ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĚ͘�/Ɛ�ŝƚ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ͍�/Ɛ�ŝƚ�Ă�
ĚŝĂůŽŐƵĞ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌƐ�Žƌ�ǀŽŝĐĞƐ͍�/Ɛ�ŝƚ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉŚĞĐǇ͕�Ă�
ůĞƩĞƌ͕�Ă�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ůĂǁƐ͕�Ă�ƉĂƌĂďůĞ͕�Ă�ǁŝƩǇ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕�Žƌ�Ă�ƐŽŶŐ͍�dŚĞ�
ĚĞƉƚŚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ǀŝƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ͘� 

ϯ͘ �ƐŬ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ͕�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ͗�tŚĂƚ�ůŝĞƐ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ͍�tŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŝƚƐ�
ĐůŝŵĂǆ͍�tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽŶĞ�–�ĐŽŵĨŽƌƟŶŐ͕�ƐĐŽůĚŝŶŐ͕�ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐ͕�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ͕�Žƌ�ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͍� 

ϰ͘ hƐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ǀŝƐƵĂůŝǌĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞƐ͘�
^ĞĞ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵŝŶĚΖƐ�ĞǇĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘�/ŵĂŐŝŶĞ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�
ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ĂƌĞ�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ͕�ǁŚǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŽ͘� 

ϱ͘ WŝĐŬ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞ�Žƌ�ƉŚƌĂƐĞ͘�dƌǇ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚĞ�ŝƚ�ĂďŽǀĞ�Ăůů�ĞůƐĞ͘� 

ϲ͘ �ŚĞĐŬ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƵŶĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ�ŶĂŵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ�Žƌ�
ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬďŽŽŬ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚƌŝƉ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŽŶĞ�ǁŚŝůĞ�
ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ͕�ŵŽǀĞ�ŽŶ͖�ǇŽƵƌ�ũŽď�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶǀĞǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ͘���ŐŽŽĚ�ƉƌŽŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ǁĞď-ƐŝƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ŝƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�
Ăƚ�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬŶĞƚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ͘ŽƌŐͬ�ďĂƐŝĐƐͬďǁŽƌĚƐ͘Śƚŵ͘�zŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�
ƚŽ�ŚĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚ�ŝŶ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘� 

ϳ͘ WƌĂǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞǆƚ͕�ůĞƫŶŐ�Ă�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƉŚƌĂƐĞ�Žƌ�ĂĚŵŽŶŝƟŽŶ�ƐŝŶŬ�ƐůŽǁůǇ�
ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�ǇŽƵ͘�;͸dŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ŝƐ�ŵǇ�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͕�ĐĂŶ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�͸>ŽƌĚ͕�ďĞ�ŵǇ�
ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͙Ϳ�^ŽŵĞ�ƚĞǆƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�
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